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Diane Russo (center) thanks Carmel and Mahopac Rotary members including Putnam
Undersheriff Peter Convery, Carmel Rotary President Jay Judell and Mahopac Rotary

President Tracey Woller.

Putnam Family and Community
Services Gives Thanks

By Eric Gross

Putnam Family and Com-
munity Services gave thanks
Friday to a Cold Spring artist
and members of the Carmel
and Mahopac Rotary chapters
for helping to spruce up the
non-for-profit’s waiting room
area.

Last year, the two Rotary
organizations whose motto is
‘service above self,” donated
generous funds to support ren-
ovation of the PFCS waiting

ease.

With finds donated by the
Rotary, the renovation that in-
cluded a new paint job, updat-
ed flooring, new furniture and
other fixtures got underway.

At an 8 am. ‘thank yow
gathering, PFCS staff thanked
the Rotary for its assistance.

A special part of the recog-
nition came when Dana Dal-
ton of Cold Spring who owns
One of a Kind Murals was in-
troduced and also thanked for

har maocnifcant artiatier daciom

the Courier that she had decid-
ed to volunteer her time for an
organization that assists those
in need: “T noticed that PFCS
was in the midst of a renova-
tion and offered my services
gratis. I am so pleased with the
result.”

PFCS Executive Director
Diane Russo thanked both
Dalton as well as the two
Rotary chapters: “We are so
fortunate to have a beautiful
mural for the children's area

P I LY L - WA, | [




PAGE 8 — MAHOPAC NEWS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016

Local Rotaries help give county agency a new look
Mabhopac and Carmel clubs provide PFCS with 5&&-3%%& facel \w

BY GABRIELLE BILIK
OF MAHOPAC NEWS

Putnam Family and Commu-
nity Services (PFCS) celebrated
the completion of a much-needed
facelift to its waiting area last Fri-
day during a reception with the
Lake Mahopac and Carmel Ro-
tary clubs, the organizations that
made the remodeling possible.

“It had been a long time since
it had been updated,” said Debbie
Levin, director of development at
Putmam Family and Community
Services. “It needed paint. It had
purple floors and 'the chairs were
not appropriate for a service such

as ours. It was not a welooming and.,

comfortable area for our people
and our clients.”

Before the remodel, Levin said
the waiting area had a very institu-
tional feel and because of the sen-
sitive nature of the office’s services
it was a cause for concern. PFCS
provides services that address men-
tal health needs, substance abuse, as
well as social and emotional issues
that affect the community. How-
ever, PFCS is a nonprofit so any
money that is raised goes directly

into its programs. Levin said the
donated funds from the Rotary
clubs were much needed and have
made a huge difference.

Both Rotary clubs were on hand
for the reception. Diane .Russo,
CEO of PCFS, and Christopher
Dillon, chair of PCFS Board of
Uw.oomoa. gave short speeches.

“You would not believe the dif-
ference you have made in the lives
of the people that come here,”
Russo said.

Tracey Walsh, president of the
Lake Mahopac Rotary Club, said
they were happy to assist.

“They applied for one of our
community-giving  grants, met
all of the qualifications, and we
were more than happy to help be-
cause it’s a very worthy cause and
it helps folks in the community;”
she said.

'The funds provided by the Ro-
tary clubs made a huge difference
in the space, Walsh said. The wait-
ing area is now warm and inviting
and features a soothing blue paint.

- Another donation was the time
and talent of Dana Dalton, who
painted a mural on one of the walls.
Dalton had offered her free time

and an idea for the mural on the
Putnam County Facebook page.
‘The PCFS was one of 80 that re-
sponded.

Dalton, who had done dozens
of murals over the years through-
out Westchester, has never donated
before. She enjoyed the experience
so much she is now working on a
mural (her largest yet) at the nurs-
ery school at Green Chimneys in
Brewster.

“This is therapy for me,”she said.
“I have a few hours to stand and
get lost in what I'm doing.”

Levin said the feedback from
clients has been overwhelmingly
positive. She said clients are ap-
preciative of the changes and many
of them were active participants
throughout the process, choosing
paint colors and other design ele-
ments.

“We are treating people who

have issues and problems that |

can frequently cause them stress,
anxiety and worry,” Levin said.
“We need to do everything we can
to put them at ease and having a
professional, compassionate and
respectful environment is very im-
portant.”

Lake Mahopac Rotary past president Peter Covery, Carmel Rotary
president Jay Judell, PFCS CEO Diane Russo, Lake Mahopac president
Tracey Walsh, PFCS board member Chris Dillon, Carmel _.onm_._m:m
Kathy Valletta and Sal Gambino

PHOTOS: TABITHA PEARSON MARSHALL
Artist Dana Dalton volunteered her tiime and talents to make the
children’s waiting area more cheerful.
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